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IŊƄŵŒdƊcƄiŒŊ
Hi there! Thanks for picking up this book. If \ou don't knoZ me, m\ name¶s Daniel Tanner. I¶m originall\
from Manchester in the UK but haYe been liYing in Ital\ since I started m\ English teaching journe\ Za\
back in 2015.

Since then, I¶Ye helped thousands of learners improYe their
English skills, and I¶Ye found that students of all leYels often haYe
the same difficult\.

The\ find natiYe speakers difficult to understand.

Well, I don¶t blame them! We often use surprising and une[pected
phrases in place of Zhat an English learner might e[pect to hear.

Let me giYe \ou some e[amples.

Check out the pairs of phrases A and B beloZ. The\ mean the
same thing, but Zhich Zould \ou be more likel\ to sa\? A or B?
A. Would \ou like something to drink? - B. HoZ about a drink?
A. I disagree. - B. I beg to differ.
A. It's likel\ that there's been some confusion. - B. Chances are there's been a mi[-up.
A. I Zas surprised b\ that. - B. It caught me a little off guard.
A. It Zas obYious that it Zouldn¶t haYe Zorked - B. Needless to sa\, it didn¶t Zork.

While both sets are correct, natiYe English speakers Zould often use the phrases in column B. For those
Zho aren't familiar Zith these e[pressions, it can be quite confusing Zhen the\ hear them in conYersation.

This book Zill teach \ou 99 phrases to help \ou understand natiYe English speakers, and at the same time
make \our oZn speech sound more natural and authentic.

WKR LV WKLV bRRN fRU?

An\ English learner Zho Zould like to improYe their listening and speaking skills Zill find this book a useful
step on their Za\ to English fluenc\.

HoZeYer, some prior English knoZledge is necessar\ to folloZ the content and instructions for the actiYities.
So, if \ou knoZ \our English skills are around the B1 CEFR leYel, then that¶s perfect. If \ou don¶t knoZ \our
English leYel, but haYe managed to folloZ this introduction so far Zithout too much difficult\, then \ou¶ll be
fine!

HRZ WR XVe WKLV e-bRRN

In each chapter of this book \ou¶ll discoYer a selection of the 99 phrases through stories, conYersations,
articles, jokes, qui]]es and actiYities, accompanied b\ Yideos and audio in both general English and
business English conte[ts to alloZ \ou to improYe \our English easil\ and naturall\ in a fun and supportiYe
Za\.
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If \ou¶re using an e-reader, \ou can use the highlight and note tools to complete actiYites and add \our
ansZers Zhere needed, just like \ou Zould in a ph\sical book.

So, are \ou read\ to take \our English skills to the ne[t leYel? Let's go..
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Maŵk˟Ż iŊ ƄŵŒƊble
WhaW did \oX Va\? - ChapWeU 1

A. Oh dear! It looks like Mark¶s in trouble! His girlfriend Sarah
looks reall\ upset about something. What do \ou think the
problem is? Make a note of a feZ idea beloZ:

««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««
««««««««««««««««««««««««««««

B. Let¶s read their conYersation beloZ. Were \our ideas correct?

³You knoZ, Mark, \ou spend a JUeaW deaO Rf time pla\ing Yideo games.´
³I beJ WR dLffeU, Sarah. It's called practising m\ strategic skills.´
³Strategic skills? WKaW dReV WKaW KaYe WR dR ZLWK aQ\WKLQJ? I just Zant \ou to help me Zith the
houseZork!´
³Well, \ou see, m\ dear, I'm improYing m\ multitasking, so I¶ll be able to pla\ Yideo games, lead an arm\,
and Yacuum all at the same time.´
³Oh, reall\? ImpressiYe, but right noZ, WKeUe'V QR SRLQW in haYing a perfect Yirtual battlefield Zhen our liYing
room looks like a Zar ]one!´
³Fair point. HRZ abRXW WKLV? For eYer\ leYel I complete, I'll clean something in the house. Deal?
³DeaO. But don't be surprised if I start giYing \ou adYice on Yirtual Zarfare tactics!´
³He\, aV ORQJ aV it keeps us laughing, I'P LQ.´
³Alright, \ou sill\ gamer. You¶re terrible at this game an\Za\, moYe oYer and let me shoZ \ou hoZ it¶s done!
In fact, if I beat \ou, \ou can clean the Zhole house!´
³YRX¶Ue RQ!´
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C. Let¶s take a closer look at some of the phrases Mark and Sarah used. Can \ou match phrases (1-9) Zith
the meanings (a-i)?

1. a JUeaW deaO Rf
2. I beJ WR dLffeU
3. WKaW dReV WKaW KaYe WR dR ZLWK
aQ\WKLQJ?
4. WKeUe'V QR SRLQW
5. HRZ abRXW WKLV?
6. DeaO!
7. aV ORQJ aV
8. I'P LQ
9. YRX¶Ue RQ!

a. I disagree
b. A lot of
c. I full\ agree and commit to this plan
d. I accept \our challenge!
e. What \ou are sa\ing is irreleYant to this
conYersation
f. It¶s useless
g. I haYe a proposal for \ou
h. I accept \our proposal
i. if / proYided that

D. Let¶s practise these aZesome phrases! Can \ou figure out Zhere the phrases should go in the
conYersations beloZ?

I¶P LQ! HRZ abRXW WKLV? DeaO! WKaW dReV WKaW KaYe WR dR ZLWK aQ\WKLQJ?
TKeUe¶V QR SRLQW YRX¶Ue RQ! I beJ WR dLffeU aV ORQJ aV a JUeaW deaO Rf SaWLeQce

It takes (1) ............................................ to teach English

Ben: Wh\ haYen¶t \ou cleaned the bathroom like I asked?
Josie: A neZ Spiderman film is coming out ne[t month.
Ben: (2) ............................................

Phil: This film¶s terrible.
DaYe: (3) ............................................ Come on! It¶s reall\ funn\.

Laura: I¶m going to hang the Zashing outside.
Mike: (4) ............................................, it¶s going to rain soon.

Dan: I¶m bored, Zhat can Ze do?
Sara: (5) ............................................. Call Tom and Colin, and let¶s all pla\ minigolf!

Josh: I¶ll Zash the dishes if \ou dr\ them, ok?
Am\: (6) ............................................

Jill: I need a suntan! Do \ou Zant to come Zith me to the sZimming pool ne[t Zeekend?
Rosa: Yeah sure, (7) ............................................ the Zeather¶s nice.

Eric: Do \ou Zant to come Zith me to see this cool band on Frida\ night?
Dom: Sounds great, (8) ............................................

Andrea: I¶ll giYe \ou �50 if \ou can hold \our breath for longer than me!
Pete: (9) ............................................
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E. HoZ about a little chat to practise some of the phrases from this chapter? AnsZer at least three of the
questions beloZ.

1. What¶s \our opinion on people spending a great deal of time on social media?
2. Some people sa\ there¶s no point tr\ing to change someone¶s behaYiour. What do \ou think? Can people
change?
3. Are \ou a competitiYe person? Do \ou like challenges?
4. When Zas the last time \ou made a deal Zith someone?
5. M\ ideal holida\ destination is someZhere hot. As long as there¶s a beach, I¶m happ\! What about \ou?
Are \ou a fan of hot Zeather? HaYe \ou eYer Yisited a cold countr\?
6. If \our best friend offered \ou a free trip to Paris, but \ou had to leaYe in tZo hours, Zould \ou be in or
out?
7. If someone offered \ou ¼5,000,000 to leaYe \our home countr\ and neYer go back, Zhich of the folloZing
ansZers Zould \ou choose and Zh\? - ³Deal!´ / ³No Za\!´
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The answers
C.

1. b 2. a 3. e 4. f 5. g 6. h 7. i 8. c 9. D

D.

It takes (1) a JUeaW deaO Rf SaWLeQce to teach English

Wh\ haYen¶t \ou cleaned the bathroom like I asked?
A neZ Spiderman film is coming out ne[t month.
(2) WKaW dReV WKaW KaYe WR dR ZLWK aQ\WKLQJ?

This film¶s terrible.
(3) I beJ WR dLffeU. Come on! It¶s reall\ funn\.

I¶m going to hang the Zashing outside.
(4) TKeUe¶V QR SRLQW, it¶s going to rain soon.

I¶m bored, Zhat can Ze do?
(5) HRZ abRXW WKLV? Call Tom and Colin, and let¶s all pla\ minigolf!

I¶ll Zash the dishes if \ou dr\ them, ok?
(6) DeaO!

I need a suntan! Do \ou Zant to come Zith me to the sZimming pool ne[t Zeekend?
Yeah sure, (7) aV ORQJ aV the Zeather¶s nice.

Do \ou Zant to come Zith me to see this cool band on Frida\ night?
Sounds great, (8) I¶P LQ!

I¶ll giYe \ou �50 if \ou can hold \our breath for longer than me!
(9) YRX¶Ue RQ!
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A ŊighƄmaŵe jŒb iŊƄeŵƠieơ
WhaW did \oX Va\? - ChapWeU 3

A. You¶re about to hear about Sarah¶s nightmare job interYieZ. Listen to the stor\ and
tr\ to understand if the interYieZ had a positiYe or a negatiYe outcome. Did it go Zell,
or not?

B. Can \ou complete the stor\ Zith the eleYen phrases in the bo[ beloZ? Of course \ou can!

a. VORZO\ bXW VXUeO\ b. a PL[-XS c. CKaQceV aUe d. RYeU WKe PRRQ
e. Uead XS abRXW f. WR JeW WR WKe bRWWRP Rf J. B\ aOO PeaQV

K. LQdeed L. NeedOeVV WR Va\ M. caXJKW KeU a OLWWOe Rff JXaUd N. WXUQed RXW

Sarah Zas thrilled about her job interYieZ at the Super
SoftZare Solutions compan\. She had
(1)«««««««. the compan\ and felt confident in
her skills. She Zas read\ to impress.

As Sarah arriYed at the office, she noticed a sign that
read, "Please take a seat and Zait to be called." So,
she sat doZn, and (2)«««««««., her e[citement
started to build as she thought about making a good
first impression. Finall\, it Zas Sarah's turn. She
Zalked into the interYieZ room, Zhere there Zere three
stern-faced interYieZers Zaiting for her.
(3)«««««««., she felt a bit nerYous. The\ began
asking technical questions about her e[perience Zith specific accounting softZare and the Za\ the\
operate.

These first questions (4)«««««««., and, as the interYieZ continued, something felt Zrong. The
questions Zere actuall\ all about accounting and finance, not about computer programming at all. She
couldn't ansZer a single question about finance, and didn¶t knoZ Zhat to do. (5)«««««««., there had
been a mi[-up Zith the job listing. In a panic, Sarah decided (6)«««««««. the confusion.

³Can I ask a question?´ She asked.

³(7)«««««««.´, the\ replied

She attempted to e[plain that she¶d applied for a softZare deYelopment position, not a financial one. The
interYieZers e[changed confused glances and checked their documents. It (8)«««««««. that there
had (9)«««««««. been (10)«««««««. Zith the job listing.

The interYieZers Zere Yer\ apologetic and mentioned that the\ did actuall\ haYe a softZare deYelopment
position aYailable that the\ thought she¶d be perfect for, and the\ inYited Sarah back ne[t Zeek to interYieZ
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Click here to continue reading

Visit ZZZ.danieltannerenglish.com/books or the Ama]on Kindle store from

\our Kindle deYice or desktop.
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